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Abstract

Title: Publish or perish as an instruction-end learning opportunity

The strong external constraints placed on the technical academic writing program reported here demand a highly pragmatic approach to curriculum and instructional design. External constraints, plus the intense nature of technical doctorate research, do not allow sufficient time for grammar study to any useful extent. However, the small size of the semi-annual cohort makes a number of innovative curriculum interventions feasible.  

Central learner needs were identified as (1) practical writing skills for the creation of publishable papers; (2) a support network to enable learner navigation through the mentor/editor writing center decision matrix; and (3) a writing program to prepare the learner for work with support personnel and to build composition skills (analytical skills centered around argument and coherence skills focusing on readability) for the learner's professional future. 

Within the above program, grammar was made a peripheral concern; argument the center of readability work; and witting mimicry of model language a major tool.  Emphasis was placed on meta-language to enable learners to take a 'witting client' position in interactions with  support services.

To date more than half of the participants  have made use of the writing center services; among those, more than half have achieved semi-autonomy in the writing of research papers in their niche topic areas. These results suggest that the readability curriculum may have broader applicability. 
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PROPOSAL SUMMARY

Title: Publish or perish as an instruction-end learning opportunity

The strong external constraints placed on the technical academic writing program reported here led to the creation of a writing curriculum that passes over grammar and focuses on argument, readability and witting mimicry of model language. Encouraging results suggest that this pragmatic curriculum may have broader applicability. 
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