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It's all in the links: deciding concept map type and usage in language task

Mapping is a commonplace in education today.  The most widely used varieties of map are mind maps, concept maps and argument maps. However, maximizing the benefits of mapping in language task design requires the witting choice of mapping type, based on a knowledge of the structural characteristics of each type.

This poster provides the instructor/task designer with a heuristic tool for mapping-related decision making, focusing on the key issues of (1) map type, (2) content genre and (3) information-related structure. These issues are described briefly below.

(1) The choice of map type determines the linguistic or information structures which may be mapped. Three distinct types of map are identified here: mind maps (whose links are unmarked); Novakian concept maps (which have textually differentiated links); and information structure maps  (which have graphically diffentiated links). 

(2) Content genre consists of essential information, background information and persuasive/poetic rhetoric. 

(3) Information-related structures here refers to 

(a) rhetorical structures (e.g. argument; e.g. situation-problem-solution-evaluation); 

(b) information organization (e.g. general to specific); and 

(c) information structures (at the sentence level, identified by the author as description, classification, comparison, sequence and cause-effect).

Other more readily evaluated design issues include target content, learner profile, and learner-task-instructor interface. All of the above elements are presented in an informative and empowering form here. A set of links to resources and tools is also provided.
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